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Press Release N° 3
A PLUNGE INTO THE BEER UNIVERSE WITH THE BEER ATTRACTION EVENTS 
Blindfolded tasting to discover aromas and flavours with the Unionbirrai course.
On Sunday 18th February presentation of an economic analysis in 16 nations
By Professor Christian Caravaggio: craft breweries’ boom in Italy
17-20 February – Rimini expo centre
Rimini, 12th February 2018 – As every year, the program of conferences and events at Beer Attraction is comprehensive and runs through every day of the expo. The events dedicated to in-depth coverage of beer are particularly interesting. The day-by-day program follows.
Things start on Saturday 17th February at 12.30 pm in the Beer Attraction Lab area (Hall C4) the spotlight will be on the tasting course “Blinded by beer”, a “blindfolded” guided tasting session: for discovering aromas and flavours without visual conditioning. Speaker: Michele Tangelo – Unionbirrai Beer Taster. Payment is required for participation and the course is organized by Unionbirrai Beer Tasters in collaboration with IEG - Italian Exhibition Group.
At 2 pm, the Beer Arena will host the customary and eagerly awaited appointment with the “Beer of the Year” Award, a contest organized by Unionbirrai in collaboration with Italian Exhibition Group. 84 expert tasters from all over the world will nominate the best national beers in the various categories.
In the afternoon, at 4:30 pm, the Tillie Room in Hall A6-C6 will host the presentation of “The Craft Beer Revolution has infected even countries will long traditions” and tasting sessions of 4 innovative beers from Belgium, England, Scotland and Ireland. Organized by Cushion Spa
On Sunday 18th February on the other hand, at 11 am Tillie Room 1 (Hall A5-C6) will host the presentation of the book "Economic perspectives on craft beer" edited by Christian Garavaglia and Jo Swinnen. There will be an analysis of the “Revolution of craft beer in a globalized industry carrying out an economic analysis in 16 nations”. The speaker will be Christian Garavaglia, researcher at Milan’s Bicocca University and curator of the international study “Economic perspectives on craft beer. A revolution in the global beer industry”. As far as Italy is concerned, the studio showed that microbreweries, from north to south, have risen from 113 in 2008 to 718 in 2017.
Also at 11 am, but in Tiglio Room 2 (Hall A6-C6), “Beer with a female touch” will be an opportunity to discover the beer universe from a female point of view.  Some of the most dynamic businesswomen in the Italian beer world will talk about their production, marketing and communication policies and their original projects. 
Around lunch time (1:30 pm) the Beer Attraction Lab area (Hall C4) will host the tasting course entitled “Si fa presto a dire “bionda”: a face-off and comparison featuring the lagers and light-coloured beers which people think they know. The speaker will be Alessandro Anteghini. Payment charged for participation.
Later, at 3 pm, still on the topic of tasting, there will be a course entitled “The Italian Hop wave”: the exciting experience of discovering the two main elements that characterize the new-born Italian hop world: the new trend of fresh hop beer and varieties of native Italian hops. Speakers will be Eugenio Pellicciari, Unionbirrai Beer Taster, Italian Hops Company, Riccardo Grana Castagnetti, Unionbirrai Beer Taster, Alessandro Donato, Unionbirrai Beer Taster. The meeting is organized by Unionbirrai.
On Monday 19th February from 10:30 am in Tiglio Room 1, Unionbirrai is holding the conference "2018: strategies for safeguarding Italian craft beer". Speakers will be members of parliament Chiara Gagnarli and Gianluca Pini, and Silvio Menghini of the University of Florence. The event will be moderated and introduced by Unionbirrai councillors Vittorio Ferraris and Andrea Soncini.
On Tuesday 20th February the program will be rounded off by a tasting course entitled “Terroir Italia”, also held by the Unionbirrai Beer Tasters in the Beer Lab Attraction of Hall C4, from 2:00 to 3:00 pm.
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