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Press Release N° 5

A GLOBAL BEER OF THE YEAR
On Saturday 17th February at Beer Attraction the awards ceremony for Italy’s most important beer contest. 84 judges from all over the world, led by Lorenzo ‘Kuaska’ Dabove. 
Among the outstanding names Melissa Cole (UK), Sandra Ganzenmüller (Germany), 
Ivan Chramosil (Czech Republic), Tim Webb (UK), Yvan De Baets (Belgium) and Carl Kins (Belgium)
Rimini, 12th February 2018 – It is Italy's most important beer contest and for the fifth consecutive year has chosen Beer Attraction as its natural setting. Beer of the Year, now at its XIII edition, is organized by Unionbirrai, with the support of Italian Exhibition Group – Rimini expo centre. The awards ceremony will be held on Saturday 17th February at 2 pm in the Beer Arena (Hall C5). No less than 84 judges form the prestigious jury that will give awards to the excellent products among the national craft beers and elect Italy’s best brewery. 

The event confirms its role as a truly extensive opportunity for meeting that goes beyond Italy’s borders. The judges are authoritative representatives and well-known personalities in the sector. The result will lead to international discussions and will spotlight Italy's products, the event’s key players.
Beer of the Year will be an opportunity for cultural exchange and networking during which it will be possible to outline trends in the overall craft beer world. 
The 41 categories competing are a good representation of the current varied product scenario, which is growing, even only considering the fact that last year there were 29 sections in the competition. 1650 beers will be judged during this edition (approximately 20% more than 2017), and will be presented by 279 brewers. 
Once again this year the jury will be led by Lorenzo ‘Kuaska’ Dabove, internationally famous beer taster, writer and lecturer, as well as a judge with lengthy experience (8 times at the World Beer Cup, 6 at the Brussels Beer Challenge and 10 at the European Beer Stars). 

Among the outstanding personalities taking part, there will be Melissa Cole (UK), beer judge known throughout the world and award-winning beer and gourmet writer, at her second participation in Beer of the Year. Another important name is that of Sandra Ganzenmüller (Germany): she has worked in the beer sector for years, as press officer for the Biersommelier association, authoress of books in this context and, in the past, was chief editor of specialist German periodical bier.pur. And that’s not all: Ivan Chramosil (Czech Republic), with 56 years’ experience in beer commerce to his credit and 44 as master brewer in the Czech Republic’s oldest brewery, Prague’s “U Fleků”; Philippe Wouters (Canada), editor of the most influential French-language media dedicated to craft beer, as well as international judge and teacher; Tim Webb (UK), British author of the book “Good Beer Guide Belgium”, and international beer judge, in 1986 he was co-founder of the first publisher of the CAMRA; Yvan De Baets (Belgium), master brewer and member of the Brasserie de la Senne in Brussels, teacher at the Meurice Institute, international beer judge, writer, specialized in ancient Belgian brewing  techniques; Carl Kins (Belgium), beer expert, executive member of the EBCU (European Beer Consumers’ Union), beer judge since 2004 at the major international competitions. He also writes for specialist periodicals in Belgium, Italy and the United States.
The 84 judges will nominate the five best products for each category in the competition, reserving the podium for the first three classified and an eventual honourable mention for those coming fourth and fifth. The title of Brewery of the Year will go to the brewer who, with the three best classified beers has the highest points total. 

Judging will take place on 15th and 16th February. The first tasting session will be made up of 28 tables of 3 judges, whereas for the finals there will be 14 table of 6, each specialized in the categories allowed to compete. 

Unionbirrai President Alessio Selvaggio stated, “The judges of Beer of the Year come from all over the world. Some of them are key exponents of the numerous beer associations involving craft beer. Beer of the Year will thus become an opportunity for meeting, networking and in-depth coverage of our trade’s dynamics.” Selvaggio continued, “In particular, in this edition we are honoured to have as jury members all the executives of the EBCU, an organization of which Unionbirrai has been an active member since its foundation. European Beer Consumers’ Union’s mission includes safeguarding consumers, clarity in the available information and support of small independent brewers and their beer.”
FOCUS ON BEER ATTRACTION AND BBTECH 2018
Dates: 17-20 February 2018; organizers: : Italian Exhibition Group SpA in collaboration with Unionbirrai, FIC (Italian Federation of Chefs) with the patronage of: Emilia Romagna Region, Rimini Municipality and Italgrob; media partners: GBI, Il Mondo della Birra; frequency: annual; edition: 4th; admission: from 17th to 20th February trade members only,  on Saturday 17th February only: also open to the (adult) public of foodies and gourmet consumers; hours: Saturday 17th, Sunday 18th and Monday 19th February: 10 am – 6:30 pm; Tuesday 20th February: 10 am – 5 pm; Group Exhibition Director | Italian Exhibition Group S.p.A. - Food & Beverage: Patrizia Cecchi; group brand manager – food & beverage division: Flavia Morelli; brand manager: Barbara Padovan; visitor info: en.beerattraction.it/visitors; e-mail: infovisitatori@riminifiera.it; Web sites: www.beerattraction.it www.bbtechexpo.it  #BA2018 @BeerAttractionFacebook: www.facebook.com/BeerAttraction
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